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370 The Question Box 

WINNEBAGO VILLAGES ON ROCK RIVER 

In Volume XX of the Wisconsin Historical Collections, p. 850, in an 
official report of Mr. Brevoort, Indian agent at Green Bay, he mentions 
the Winnebago village of Kuskawoinanqua and locates it one hundred 
miles south from Portage, with a population of 200 persons. He also 
locates a village of "Rock River Winnebago" sixty miles south from 
Portage, with a population of 150 persons. The latter may have been the 
village of White Crow on the west shore of Koshkonong Lake which in 
fact is Rock River. 

"Kuskawoinanqua" may have been the Turtle Village of the Winne- 
bago, which was situated on the present site of Beloit Junction and occu- 
pied that site at the date of the Brevoort report. I have sought in vain for 
information concerning the village of "Kuskawoinanqua." No mention 
is made of it elsewhere in the Collections. I believe no Winnebago 
glossary has been published, although I understand Nicolas Boilvin a 
century ago prepared and forwarded to the Indian Department a collec- 
tion of Winnebago terms and definitions. Have you any memoranda in the 
Historical Library throwing any light on the Turtle Village other than 
what has been published.'' Can you suggest the probable meaning of 
the noun "Kuskawoinanqua" ? 

I would gladly visit the library to consult authorities that might 
enlighten me. 

Cornelius Buckley, 

Beloit 

Miss Kellogg of the Society's research staff has prepared the 

following report upon the subject of your recent inquiry: 

The Rock River Winnebago villages are to me an insolvable 
puzzle. I am inclined to think that Brevoort's information was at 
fault, and that by "Kuskawoinanque" he was giving a form of Kosh- 
konong, but certainly the distances do not carry out this hypothesis. 
The vocabulary of Nicolas Boilvin has disappeared. We have had 
every search made for it in Washington with no success. We have in 
this library a manuscript Winnebago vocabulary compiled (or 
rather written down) by Dr. L. C. Draper from information obtained 
from Thomas J. George, an Indian trader, and from other sources. 
This vocabulary gives the Winnebago word for Beloit as Ki-chunk- 
ne-shun-muck-er-rah, Turtle Creek or River — not much like "Kuska- 
woinanque." 

We have another manuscript document that only adds to the 
confusion, yet this latter must be considered authentic. It was 
written October 1, 1829 by John Harris Kinzie, Indian subagent at 
Fort Winnebago. He gives the Kosh-ko-o-nong [«ic] village as 
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distant sixty miles from Fort Winnebago, with its chief as Little 
Priest. On Turtle River sixty-five miles is White Crow's village with 
600 Indians — the largest village he mentions. The next village is at 
the mouth of Sugar Creek, sixty-five miles, then the Sycamore village, 
seventy-five miles, and Sugar Camp, one hundred and twenty. He 
mentions none at the distance of one hundred miles. Where, by the 
way, can the White Crow village have been.'' The distance is all right 
for Carcajou Point; if the trail led to the Koshkonong village in 
Albion Township of Dane County, Carcajou Point was five miles 
beyond, but why call it Turtle River village.? Any village on Turtle 
Creek would have been more than sixty-five miles from Fort Winne- 
bago. I can assume that Brevoort was mistaken; he lived at Green 
Bay, had no dealings with Rock River Winnebago, but Kinzie in 
1829 was their own agent. I have never been able to come to any 
satisfactory conclusion on this subject. If you have any light thereon, 
we would be glad to receive it. 



